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Study Guide Questions for Sophocles'

Oedipus the King

Possible themes of the play. Pay attention to these issues as you read:

1. Truth vs. the appearance of truth

2. Blindness vs. vision (sometimes second sight)

3. Curiosity vs. ignorance (sometimes willful)

4. Knowledge vs. misunderstanding

5. Fate and free will: do the gods dictate these awful deeds?

Prologue (1-174):

1. All call upon the Healer Apollo. What does Apollo have to do with

healing? Why should Oedipus consult this god's oracle? Why does Apollo

have an oracle?

2. How does Oedipus characterize himself?

3. What is his attitude toward the suppliants?

4. List at least two reasons why the people of Thebes have such regard for

Oedipus.
5. Why is Oedipus’ suffering so much greater than that of his people? 

6. Why does Oedipus call his people “children”? What does that say about

his character?

7. Creon is late. It is said there were three excuses to be late for the ancient

Olympic games: sickness, war, and pirates. None of these apply to Creon.

Speculate as to why he might be late on his errand from Delphi. 

8. Why does Oedipus insist on letting all hear Creon’s news? What does that

say about his character?

9. Note also the fact that Oedipus is king of a city (and has been for some

time) but has no idea how the past king died. What’s up with that?

10. It’s interesting too that the people of the city forgot Laius so quickly: “out

of sight out of mind.” Do you believe this possible? What does that say

about the people?

Parodos: Prayer to Zeus (174-224):

13. The Chorus calls on a series of gods for help. Who are they and why do

they invoke these gods in particular?

14. What is the reaction of the Chorus to the advice of Apollo?

15. What conditions in Thebes does the Chorus describe?
First Episode/Scene (317-515) Oedipus vs. Teiresias:

16. Why does Teiresias refuse to help Oedipus? Could there be more than one

motive?

17. Note the complexity of Oedipus' character. Is he paranoid, eager to save

the city, angry, frightened, proud, courageous? Why is he having

such a tough time understanding Teiresias?

18. Explain the ironies in Oedipus' speech.
19. What is Teiresias' reaction to Oedipus' request for help? At this

point, do you believe he is acting in the best interests of Oedipus, Teiresias,

or the Thebans?

20. How does Oedipus view Teiresias' behavior?
21. What suspicion does Oedipus begin to harbor about Creon (418-445)?

Does he have grounds?

22. What superiority does Oedipus claim over Teiresias (427-441)? Oedipus is

responding to more than just Teiresias the character; he is responding to

what Teiresias represents. What is this and what does it say about

Oedipus, religion, fate, chance?

23. Note the frequent equation of physical sight with knowledge.  Point out at least two examples.

First Stasimon/Ode: Strophe and Antistrophe (516-565):

24. What is the Chorus' view of Teiresias' accusations against Oedipus?
25. Note the images of hunting and wildness here, as they will return later.

Why would Sophocles want to use these images?

